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CHAPTER, XXII.

WORK  AXD  FAITH.

JosEm SMITH, a poor lad, born in Sharon,
Windsor County, Vermont, the son of unlettered
parents, had been crazed by one of those revi-
vals which Elder Frederick, the Shaker preacher
at Mount Lebanon, regards as the providential
season of religious life. This untaught boy had
begun to work upon the passions which he felt
in play around him; announcing, like many others,
but with more insistence than his fellows, that
in his trances of body he had received angelic
visitors, that he had spoken with God face to face,
that he had been chosen to plant a new Church on
earth; a Church of America, the new Canaan,
chosen from the beginnings of time to be the
home of a new creed and the seat of a new
empire. Men who had come to hear him had
gone away converted; he had told them that a
new priesthood had been chosen, that God had